2010 NEW PROPOSED FREON REGULATIONS

California is leading the Nation with new regulations for management of High Global Warming (GWP) refrigerants. In early 2009 a final vote is planned. 

Applicability - This new rule will apply to owners of systems over 50 lbs of Freon and anyone who installs, repairs, maintains, services, replaces, recycles or disposes of refrigerant systems and suppliers of refrigerant.

Dates 

2010 – Registration (> 2000 lbs) and any new systems >50 lbs. (Automatic Leak detection system required if system is operated year round)

2012 – Registration ( > 200 lbs.) & quarterly leak detection inspection & report.

2014 – Registration (> 50 lbs.) & annual leak detection inspection & report.

Leak Repair 
· Take place within 14 days

· Initial verification test to confirm leak is stopped and follow-up verification. 

· Within 14 days of failed follow-up verification a retirement plan or component replace plan submitted to Air District. Repair or replace in 6 months.

Service Practices

· Refrigerant recovery – no planned releases

· Refrigerant recovery attempt prior to opening even if it appears flat.

· Only EPA approved refrigerants can be used

· Must have current US EPA certificate

REPORTING & RECORD KEEPING – required for everyone owning, servicing or selling freon systems > 50 lbs.

For more information – 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/reftrack/reftrack.htm

http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/reftrack/refrigerant_management_program_proposed_rule_sept8.pdf 
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